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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – January 15, 2019 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 10:08 a.m. at 
Whitcomb Hall, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Bob Goodrich, Roberta Visser, Linda 
Hunt, and Jane Johnson.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Dave Bergeron from Brickstone Land Use Consultants, LLC, Director of Planning and Community Development 
Matthew Bachler 
 
MINUTES 

o Meeting Minutes of December 3, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of 
December 3, 2018. There was a second by Visser. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Frazier Furniture Wetlands Permit Application 
Dave Bergeron passed out Wetlands Permit Application for Frazier Furniture. They have been storing furniture in 
trailers in the rear of the building and wish to replace that with an addition on the back of the building for 
warehouse and storage space. The addition will jut out 50 feet from existing building. The lot is large but it is all 
wetlands. He said there is a gravel driveway that goes behind the building now. Goodrich asked if the storage 
trailers will be moved off-site and Bergeron said they would be moved. The addition will be 15-20 feet to the 
wetlands. The new driveway will impact on the wetlands. There will be 1,700 feet of impact behind the building. 
He also referred to drainage from State Route 32 and that a culvert will be extended by 14 feet to accommodate 
the addition. He spoke about storm-water infiltration system to protect the wetlands. There will be retention 
trenches built to absorb run-off from the building. He said the driveway is much smaller than could be built in 
order to minimize impact on the wetlands to the rear. Visser asked about salting the area and Bergeron said right 
now it is gravel and probably not salted. Bergeron said they are applying for a minimum impact expedited permit. 
He noted that the addition has already been signed off by Natural Heritage Bureau and Division of Historical 
Resources. The will be retention ponds to the rear. Smith asked about the size of the wetlands to the rear. 
Bergeron said it extends out to the airport property maybe 20 or 30 acres.  
 

Motion was made by Goodrich to approve the Chair to sign the permit application, second by Hunt and 
no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
Draft NRI Report and Map 
Smith reviewed the draft with the members including the recommendations by the author, Jeff Littleton. There 
was a discussion about a possible parcel-based ecological assessment. Hunt suggested getting more information 
from Littleton. Bachler said updating the Master Plan is a responsibility of the Planning Board and Johnson said 
they are working on it. There was a discussion about working with other town’s Conservation Commissions.  
Discussion was held about volunteers being needed for town committees. Smith said he thought the report was 
well done. He asked the members to think about how to package the report for Town use. 
 

Johnson moved to approve payment of invoice from Jeff Littleton for additional expenses (printing of NRI 
maps for public presentation) of $294, second by Hunt, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Mt. Cresson LCIP landowner requirements 
Discussion was held regarding a forest management plan for Mt. Cresson and the revenue that could be 
generated by timber from logging the land. Smith will consult with Town Administrator Michael Branley regarding 
who pays for the logging operation that would follow the creation of a Forest Management Plan. The charge for 
the Forestry Plan is $24 per acre and for Mt. Cresson, which is about 143 acres, is estimated to cost $3,432. The 
members also decided there is a need for more clarification regarding the contractual relationship with 
Meadowsend from Branley. 
 
Invoice for Stewardship reports 
The members reviewed the invoice from Bob McKelvey for stewardship reports for Honey Hill and Mt. Cresson 
properties. The fee charged is $200. The commission had agreed to hire McKelvey for this activity. 
 

Motion by Hunt to pay the invoice of $200 to McKelvey, second by Visser, and all were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Invasive Plant Control at the Riley Conservation Area 
The members reviewed a report from Conner Tilton with Meadowsend Consulting Company that recommended 
treatment. Discussion was held regarding invasive plants being close to the Ashuelot River and the impact on the 
river by treatment. The estimate is $1,300 for treatment. Hunt and Johnson said they were not in favor of 
treatment. 
 

Hunt moved to not go forward with invasive species treatment, second by Goodrich, and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Airport Mitigation Project 
Smith summarized the progress thus far. Smith said that the Town Administrator will be following up with Jeff 
Littleton with regard to following up on the acquisition of the Granquist property.  
 
Income to the Conservation Commission 
$8,282.50 is income to the Conservation Commission from Land Use Change Tax receipts collected in 2018. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Total spending is $13,275.72 for 2018. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Hunt with a second from Visser. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
12:02 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


